The following letter was sent by me to an Adventist pastor regarding the issue of the 7 churches' timeline and the erroneous teaching that the period of Laodicea starts in 1844.

Dear pastor Richards,

Here is the timeline of the 7 churches as it is given in your presentation:

1. The name Ephesus means desirable. It applied to the purity of the Apostolic church, covering the period of 31 A.D. to 100 A.D.

2. The period of history covered by this church was from 100 AD to 323 AD and was know as the church of persecution. Smyrna can also be called the age of martyrdom, as many experienced a period of tribulation and died for their faith.

3. Pergamos or Pergamum was the period in church history from AD 323 to 538. AD 323 was when the Emperor Constantine was supposedly converted. It is called the church of compromise during an age of popularity. Pagans began flooding into the church as the church fathers made many concessions to attract the first day idol worshippers. Paganism and Christianity became interwoven. The two-edged sharp sword is the Word of the glorified Christ.

4. The period of history covered by this church was from 538 AD to 1798 AD and was known as the church of darkness in an age of adversity. The message to Thyatira is particularly appropriate to the experience of the true church in the dark ages and the later middle ages. Since the scriptures were not available to the ordinary Christian, tradition was exalted in their place. Works was considered to be the means to salvation. An earthly human priesthood obscured the true and divine priesthood of Jesus... It is important to note that the Thyatira period, AD 538 to 1798, is characterized as the era of Papal supremacy, and it fulfilled the 1,260 year prophesied period that the Papacy would ascend to power in 538, and receive its deadly wound, Revelation 13:3, in 1798.

5. The period of history covered by the church of Sardis was from 1798 AD to 1833 AD. The meaning of the name Sardis is uncertain, however there are three meanings that have been suggested: “that which remains;” “song of joy;” and “something new.”

6. The period of history covered by the church of Philadelphia was from AD 1833 to 1844. The meaning of the name Philadelphia is “brotherly love.” Inspiration has presented this as the church of the great second advent awakening... In a special way the great evangelical movements in Europe and the United States restored the spirit of brotherly love and stressed practical godliness in contrast with the mere form of religion. Revived faith in the saving grace of Christ and in the nearness of His return resulted in a deeper spirit of Christian fellowship than the church had experienced since the early days of the Reformation... The church of Philadelphia, which we just studied, was the shortest, only 11 years, 1833 to 1844 AD.

7. The period of history covered by the church of Laodicea was from AD 1844 to the end of time. The meaning of the name Laodicea is “judging the people” or “the people adjudged.” The message to the Laodicean church reveals the spiritual condition of God’s people in the last days. It applies to all who have had great light and many opportunities, and yet have not appreciated them.


And here are the mistakes:

1. Ephesus starts not in 31, but in 27 AD. By the way the adventist pioneer Uriah Smith puts the beginning of this period in 34 AD which is also a mistake. According to the SOP, the year 27 AD is the exact year of Jesus' church formation, quote:

 30. "He Ordained Twelve" - The Desire of Ages, p. 291-292:

"...The first step was now to be taken in the organization of the church that after Christ's departure was to be His representative on earth. No costly sanctuary was at their command, but the Saviour led His disciples to the retreat He loved, and in their minds the sacred experiences of that day were forever linked with the beauty of mountain and vale and sea. Jesus had called His disciples that He might send them forth as His witnesses, to declare to the world what they had seen and heard of Him. Their office was the most important to which human beings had ever been called, and was second only to that of Christ Himself. They were to be workers together with God for the saving of the world. As in the Old Testament the twelve patriarchs stand as representatives of Israel, so the twelve apostles were to stand as representatives of the gospel church..."

As we know Jesus called and ordained the 12 apostles for their evangelical work shortly after His baptism which took place in 27 AD. It is appropriate to assume that this period ends with the death of the last apostle around 100 AD.  

2. Smyrna starts in 100 and ends in 313 AD. The year of the Milan edict is more appropriate than the year of Constantine's convertion, namely 323. Why? Because the issuing of the Milan edict marks officially the end of the Christian persecution and the recognizing of the Christian faith in the Roman empire.

3. Pergamos timeline is 313 - 538 AD.

4. Thyatira timeline is 538 - 1798 AD.

5. Sardis timeline is 1798 - 1844 AD (!!!)

It's a fatal mistake to put the end of this period in 1833 or in 1840 according to Uriah Smith!

6. Philadelphia timeline is 1844 - 1888 AD (!!!)

The cruical point for understanding the beggining of the Philadelphia period and the closing of the Sardis period is the phrase:

Rev. 3:8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.

Regarding the open and the shut door the Lord's prophet clearly states:

"The Open and the Shut Door" - Early Writings, p. 27

"...Sabbath, March 24, 1849, we had a sweet and very interesting meeting with the brethren at Topsham, Maine. The Holy Ghost was poured out upon us, and I was taken off in the Spirit to the city of the living God. Then I was shown that the commandments of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ relating to the shut door could not be separated, and that the time for the commandments of God to shine out with all their importance, and for God’s people to be tried on the Sabbath truth, was when the door was opened in the most holy place in the heavenly sanctuary, where the ark is, in which are contained the ten commandments. This door was not opened until the mediation of Jesus was finished in the holy place of the sanctuary in 1844. Then Jesus rose up and shut the door of the holy place, and opened the door into the most holy, and passed within the second veil, where He now stands by the ark, and where the faith of Israel now reaches.

I saw that Jesus had shut the door of the holy place, and no man can open it; and that He had opened the door into the most holy, and no man can shut it (Revelation 3:7,8); [SEE PAGE 86. SEE ALSO APPENDIX.] and that since Jesus has opened the door into the most holy place, which contains the ark, the commandments have been shining out to God’s people, and they are being tested on the Sabbath question.

I saw that the present test on the Sabbath could not come until the mediation of Jesus in the holy place was finished and He had passed within the second veil; therefore Christians who fell asleep before the door was opened into the most holy, when the midnight cry was finished, at the seventh month, 1844, and who had not kept the true Sabbath, now rest in hope; for they had not the light and the test on the Sabbath which we now have since that door was opened. I saw that Satan was tempting some of God’s people on this point. Because so many good Christians have fallen asleep in the triumphs of faith and have not kept the true Sabbath, they were doubting about its being a test for us now.

The enemies of the present truth have been trying to open the door of the holy place, that Jesus has shut, and to close the door of the most holy place, which He opened in 1844, where the ark is, containing the two tables of stone on which are written the ten commandments by the finger of Jehovah..."

7. Laodicea timeline is 1888 - the END ?

It is widely accepted in the SDA church and even in the SDA Reform movements that Laodicea starts in 1844 which is a fatal mistake! Understanding correctly the true timeline of the 7 churches from the Revelation is cruical for the preparation of the Lord's people for the Second Coming. Without proper understanding of this matter there would be confusion as to the final events and mainly with respect to the end of the time of grace granted to the SDA church. The ongoing events clearly show that this time of grace is going soon to expire. And then the Beast shall rise to its power.

Now, I'm not going to explain detaily why Laodicea starts in 1888 because it is well known what happened in that year - the message "Christ - our righteousness" was rejected, the Holy Spirit was offended and rejected. This apostasy took place at the border of the heavenly Canaan. And the spiritual Israel started its wondering through the wilderness of this world as happened with the ancient Israel.  

The testimony of Lord Jesus shows that Laodicea is lacking His righteousness and that the angel of Laodicea (the leadership aka the GC) will be surely rejected!

Rev. 3:16 So then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth.
Rev. 3:17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked...

Accepted shall be only those believers who open the door to Jesus. Note where our Lord is standing. He is outside the door! His presence is not in the SDA church represented by the angel of Laodicea who represents exclusivelly and exactly the SDA GC! The verdict is clear: it shall be spewed out of the mouth of Jesus but when? And the answer is: when the apostasy will reach its height. This apostasy started in 1888 and right now we are facing the prophesied OMEGA-APOSTASY for which the Lord testified through my open letter to the General Conference. The time of grace of the angel of Laodicea is quickly running out and very soon shall come to its end.

Here we come to the main point. Why has been the SDA church supporting an erroneous view and timeline of the 7 churches for so many years and till now? It's because of the fact that the angel of Laodicea refers particularly to the SDA GC (leadership) which the prophesy in the Revelation charges with apostasy! And there is given a divine verdict in plain sight: I will spew you out of my mouth! This truth is not convenient for many apostate SDA pastors and laymen which repeat parrot-fashion: "The church will stand! The church will reach the safe harbour!". It is true but the true church of Christ has nothing to do with apostasy and false teachings.

Lord Jesus is coming! Be blessed by the truth!

Br. Hristo Tsankov,
servant of the Holy Trinity

07.03.2013 







